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Club reaches out to 
give back to the local 
community 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


The NECC Community Outreach 
Group has organized several activi- 
ties to help the surrounding commu- 
nity. Several activities will be held in 
the school and some others will 
require them to travel. 

They have trav- 
eled to Hampton 
Beach to contribute 
their efforts to the 
Sart rd adres 
Foundation beach 
clean-up. 

On Nov. 24 
they are going to 
the Boys and Girls 
Club in Lawrence 
to serve Thanksgiving dinner to peo- 
ple who are less fortunate. 

' “The upcoming events are not 
only a fantastic way to help our out- 
side community,” said Tess Brady, 
the club secretary, “but it also pro- 
vides an opportunity to get involved 
and become more informed.” 

A food drive, that started on 
Monday, Nov. 8, is targeted to benefit 
the Emmaus House, a shelter for 


homeless and less fortunate people 
located in Haverhill. Boxes for the 
food drive are located in C-lobby, the 
library, and the tech center for food 
drop off. Students and faculty are 
asked to donate any non-perishable 
foods they can spare. 

Today in the C-lobby there is a 
bake sale being held that is raising 
money for House in 
Haverhill. 100 percent of the money 
will be used to purchase a gift card to 
a local grocery store. 

The club is asking NECC stu- 
dents to participate together with 
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Giving back is one of the most beautiful 
and passionate acts we can instill in 
ourselves. 
— Katie Yameen 


them in the upcoming events as a way 
to give 
Students who are not members of the 
club are also encouraged to partici- 
pate. 

“COG is giving an opportunity to 
said Wess 
Brennan a member of the group. 


back to the community. 


everyone to get involved,” 


“Even the smallest gesture can really 
make a difference in someone's life.” 
The group seems to be excited 


‘NECC students “Make a Club lends a hand 


Scene” for art 


about the upcoming activities and the 
students involved can’t wait for the 
events to kick in. 

“We are coming to the holiday 
season and it is a good time to give 
back to our fellow men and women in 
the community,” said Brennan. 

“Giving back is one of the most 
beautiful and passionate acts we can 
instill in said Katie 
Yameen another member of the 
group. 

Most of the students doing the 
volunteer meetings are taking it as an 
opportunity, “It’s good to be able to 
gather with friends 
and dive into com- 
munity service. That 
to me is more power- 
ful than doing it 
alone,” said Yameen. 


The Community 
Outreach group has 


also teamed up with 
the Students for a 
Just and _ Stable 
Future (SJSF) a student-led volunteer 
network, group that is working to 


ourselves,” 


ensure a just and stable future for our 
generation and generations to come. 

The network group has organized 
several activities that COG is coordi- 
nating to get the word out to help this 
group. Their 
www.justandstable.org if anyone is 
interested in helping to prevent glob- 
al warming. 


other website is 


Professor discusses foreign policy 


Students at club 


discuss U.S. and 
international politics 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Contemporary Affairs Club 
met Wednesday, Nov. 14, at noon to 
discuss foreign policy in America. 
Professor Andrew Morse attended 
the World Affairs Council of America 
conference in Washington, D.C., 
“U.S. Foreign Policy: Into the Next 
Decade,” on behalf of NECC. 

According to www.worldaf- 
fairscouncils.org, The WACA confer- 
ence “engages our regional leaders 
drawn from the business, civic and 
education communities with leading 
policy-makers and experts on the 
critical national security challenges 
before us as a nation.” 


Some of the big names that 
attended the conversation were: 


Lawrence H. Summers, director of At one point it turned into more of a shops....We succeed because we 
the National climb the bodies of 
Economic Council; Sa “as the dead.” 

James Steinberg, The discussion 
deputy secretary of * Its despair and fear that bring about a continued on to 
state; General why you _ need 
Raymond Odierno, lot of war. wars and why we 
former commanding a Professor Andy Morse have wars. 
general of the U.S. Professor Morse 
forces-Irnaq; said, “It's despair 


Ambassador Ryan 
Crocker, former U.S. 
ambassador to Iraq; and Stephen J. 
Hadley, former U.S. national security 
advisor. 

The council discussed how most 
of the country is uneasy about for- 
eign policy. They also were dis- 
cussing the question, what is a well- 
directed foreign policy and what 
would it look like? 

About 32 people were in atten- 
dance during the recent 


Contemporary Affairs discussion 
,including both students and faculty. 


debate than a discussion. Some peo- 
ple argued that we need to worry 
about ourselves before we go about 
fighting other countries and some 
people said we need war. 

The next debate started blaming 
the third world. Professor Stephen 
Slaner replied to people saying, “I 
think the problem is not in the third 
world, | think it’s right here.” 

Student Daniel Potocki respond- 


ed to this by saying, “We need the 
third world, we need the sweat- 


and fear that bring 
about a lot of war.” 

Student, Chris Legare said, 
“Periodically you have to have a war 
otherwise you lose your skill and 
your military weakens.” 

If students are interested in learn- 
ing more about American foreign 
policy they can sign up to take 
Professor Morse's class this coming 
spring semester called American 
Foreign Policy (HIS 203-11) which 
will be on Monday, Wednesday and 


“te 


www.worldaffairscouncils.org 
Friday from 11-11:50 a.m. 

According to the course descrip- 
tion, “This course is a survey of U.S. 
foreign affairs from revolutionary 
times to the present. 

Special emphasis will be placed 
on America's emergence as a world 
power and her relationship with 
Europe, Latin America and the Far 
East. 

Attention will be paid to the 
developing roles of the president and 
the State Department, Congress and 
international organizations in the 
making of our foreign policy.” 


It has come to our 
attention that recently 
there have been different 
complaints surfacing about 
the Observer publication 
from various places 
around campus. These 
complaints have sourced 
from various individuals 
and groups, and while it is 
expected to receive criti- 
cisms about our publica- 
tion on a campus that 
holds as much diversity 
and perspective as NECC, 
we would like to clearly 
invite all  criticsms to 
come to us through a more 
constructive forum. 

Critics and fans alike, 
consider this an open invita- 
tion: here at the Observer we 
are open to stiggestions, com- 
plaints and compliments alike. 
As our readership, we value 
your responses to our publica- 
tion, good or bad and ask read- 
ers to write a letter to the editor 
with your feedback. 

In addition, we wel- 


come correspondant sub- 
missions that can be con- 
tributed in every bi-weekly 
issue. 

Everyone can submit 
articles to make their voice 
heard whether it be an 
opinion, news, or features. 
Topics can also vary from 
diverse political perspec- 
tives or a submission to 
feature campus activities. 

We are more than 
happy and willing to pub- 
lish articles. We do retain 
the right to edit or with- 
hold the articles we 
receive for publication to 
maintain a _ respectable 
quality in our newspaper. 
Nevertheless, we strive to 
maintain the voice and 
perspective of every writer 
and will do this only as 
needed. 

We thank you for your 
readership and partnership 
with us in producing a 
quality publication here at 
NECC. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 Courtney Rogers Kevin Doyle Leah Wuderiich 
; Nursing Multimedia ; Ade . , 
While we attempt to publish all letters, “I think they're nice and available “I think some do a surprisi Early Childhood Education 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. to their shidents.” risingly “They're good. 


good job, like in the’ history 
department. But some, like 10 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, percent, need to ge t checked out.” 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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2012 GOP presidental field emerging 


Could one of these 
contenders be U.S. 
president? 


By RICHARD PADOVA 
Guest Columnist 


Now that the Republican Party is 
savoring its success in the recent 
mid-term elections (as expected), it is 
now more energized than ever before 
to not only take on President Obama 
in Congress, but also for his own job 
in 2012. 

Is President Obama vulnerable? 
At the moment, I think most would 
agree in the affirmative. However, 
although he may be down, he is far 
from out. A lot can happen in the 
next two years. 

In the meantime, there is no 
shortage of potential GOP candidates 
who think they can do a better job 
than Obama. The following list may 
shrink or expand in the next six 
months or so, but in my estimation 
here are the current possibilities, in 
alphabetical order, along with their 
prospects: 

Haley Barbour. The term-limited 
Mississippi governor seems to be 
popular with the GOP base. He's a 
natural politician, which can be both 
good and bad. Barbour was GOP 
national chairman in the mid-90's 
when his party took control of the 
U.S. House and Senate - something 
that hadn't happened since 1954, As 
a former party chairman, he is adept 
at fundraising and strategizing . 

Prospects: He could have staying 
power and be a powerful force. 

Newt Gingrich. The former U.S. 
House Speaker has gone from being 


Be successful, 


High unemployment 
makes it difficult to 
find steady work 


By Davip LUNN 
Correspondent 


The national unemployment rate 
is 9.7 percent according to the 
Department of Labor, and that num- 
ber doesn’t include part-time workers 
who can’t find full-time employment, 
nor,the unemployed who can’t find 
any work and have given up trying. 

Faced with such grim statistics 
how can anyone hope to land a job? 
Steve Pavlina, a web-based self-help 
guru, offers this advice:Don’t get a 
job. Ever. 

“Why is getting a job so dumb?” 
he wrote on his website stevepavli- 
na.com. “Because you only get paid 
while you’re working... 

Don’t you think life would be 
much easier if you got paid while you 
were eating, sleeping, and playing 
with the kids too? 

Why not get paid 24/7?” 
Suspicious? So was I. I figured this 
guy either has to be crazy, or he’s 
selling something. 

Actually he’s advocating self- 


a divisive figure to an elder states- 
man of sorts. Out of office now for 
almost a dozen years (but never far 
from politics), Gingrich has stature 
and ideas, and has already laid some 
groundwork. It may be now or never. 

Prospects: A definite longshot, 
but he will be the one who livens up 
the race. 

Mike Huckabee. The folksy min- 
ister and former Arkansas governor 
had some decent showings during the 
early stages of the '08 primaries and 
caucuses before succumbing to the 
McCain train. With a home now on 
Fox News, Huckabee hasn't stopped 
running even after his '08 loss. A 
populist with an anti-Wall Street 
message, Huckabee appears suited to 
appealing only to his Southern base. 

Prospects: If he broadens his 
appeal, he may go further this time 
around - not necessarily securing the 
presidential nomination but perhaps 
the vice-presidential nomination. 

Sarah Palin. Where do I begin? 
For starters, much like Dan Quayle in 
'88, Geraldine Ferraro in '84 and Tom 
Eagleton in ‘72, choosing an 
unknown and untested vice-presiden- 
tial nominee who is not ready for 
prime time can be a demonstrably 
painful experience. 

Palin seems to enjoy the spotlight 
and would probably have fun on the 
campaign trail. However, it won't be 
all fun and games. Potential rival 
candidates such as Governors 
Huckabee, Pawlenty and Romney 
can all say that they completed at 
least one full gubernatorial term, 
unlike the quitter Palin who bailed 
out after only two and one-half years. 

Prospects: She's polarizing, has 
high negatives and doesn't seem to be 
popular in New Hampshire. A play- 
er, but not a president 

Ron Paul. The libertarian- 


employment, and his reasoning isn’t 
just financial. 

According to him, accepting a 
job is like volunteering for a life of 
indentured servitude, where, along 
with a loss of personal freedom, 
comes a brain-washed existence full 
of stupid rules, and an inbred social 
life in which your only contact is 
among fellow zombies. 

Compared to that future why not 
start a business, or build a website, or 
become an investor, or generate roy- 
alties from something artistic like a 
book? 

Pursuing such ventures would 
mean you could work whenever and 
however you wanted. If you’re the 
boss, and you don’t feel like wearing 
pants, who’s going to stop you? 
Nobody. 

If it’s nice out and you’d rather 
take the day off, go for it. Best of all, 
the revenues could be enormous. 

There is a word for the kind of 
work Pavlina holds so highly: scala- 
ble. Professions that are scalable can 
be increased with little or no extra 
effort. . 

Nassim Nicholas Taleb, in his 
fascinating book, “The Black Swan,” 
gave an amusing comparison 
between a speculator (someone who 
bets on commodities) and a prosti- 
tute. 


Republican congressman appears 
poised to give it another try, believ- 
ing that government is the basis for 
all of our problems, large and small. 
In '08, he proved himself adept at uti- 
lizing the Internet for organizing and 
fundraising. 

Prospects: The quirky congress- 
man, who will be 76 when the voting 
begins, may be hitting the right notes 
with voters, but can he convince 
them that he can winTim Pawlenty. 
The telegenic, pragmatic governor of 
Democratic-leaning Minnesota has 
been lurching to the right lately, a 
sure sign that he's revving up to 
appeal to conservatives (although 
he's also being berated by them for 
accepting federal stimulus funds for 
his state). Pawlenty is also not seek- 
ing a third term, another indication 
that he is laying the groundwork for a 
presidential run. 

Prospects: Will Southern 
Republicans trust a northener? If he 
can get arou-d this, he's one to watch 

Mike Pence. Two months ago, 
the Indiana congressman was the top 
choice for president in a straw poll 
conducted by the Value Voters 
Summit in Washington, DC, beating 
out sixteen others. Not bad for some- 
one who's not a household name. 
Pence is a staunch conservative, a 
member of the House hierarchy of 
GOP leadership and seemingly a hit 
with Tea Partiers, social conserva- 
tives and defense hawks. In other 
words, he has his bases covered. 

Prospects: Indiana has produced 
many presidential losers over the 
years, but this time it might have a 
winner. If Pence can attract serious 
money and talent, he could go far. 

Mitt Romney. The former 
Massachusetts governor might be 
considered the closest thing to an 
early frontrunner, perhaps even an 


MCT Campus Photo 


Could Mississippi governor, Haley Barbour, 
be our next president? 


established candidate. Romney has- 
n't stopped running for president 
since he first began in 2006, and he 
has history on his side. 

Four out of the five most recent 
Republican presidential nominees 
received the nomination on their sec- 
ond try - Dole in '96, Bush in '88, 
Reagan in '80 and Nixon in '68, One 
pesky problem for Romney, though, 
is like with Governor Pawlenty, 
Romney has been called onto the 
GOP carpet - in Romney's case for 
expanding healthcare in 
Massachusetts. 

Prospects: As the former CEO of 
Bain Capital, Romney might look 


especially attractive if there's no 
improvement in the economy next 
year. 

Other possible contenders: Mitch 
Daniels, Rudy Giuliani, Bobby 
Jindal, Gary Johnson, David 
Petraeus, Rick Santorum and John 
Thune. 


Richard Padova is an author, 
political analyst and instructor in the 
Global Studies Department at 
Northern Essex Community College, 
Haverhill. 


with high standards 


“If you are a prostitute, you work 
by the hour and are (generally) paid 
by the hour... Your revenue depends 
on your continuous efforts more than 
on the quality of your decisions... In 
quant trading, the same amount of 
work is involved in buying a hundred 
shares as in buying a thousand, or 
even a million. 

It is the same phone call, the 
same computation... the same effort 
in verifying that the transaction is 
right.” 

If someone with a nonscalable 
job, such as a counselor, wants to get 
paid more she would have to work 
more; and even if she was willing to 
do so she would be limited by how 
many clients she could see over the 
course of a day. 

Compare her to a writer like J.D. 
Salinger. If he wants to get paid more 
all he has to do is lay back while 
readers purchase copies of “The 
Catcher in the Rye.” 

He doesn’t have to write every 
book the way the counselor has to see 
every client. He doesn’t even have to 
be alive, which he isn't. He died back 
in January. 

So, with all these scalable bene- 
fits, it’s probably time to drop out of 
nursing school, start up a website, get 
cracking on a bestselling novel, and 
discover the next Google before it 


goes public, right? Taleb succeeded 
in not one but two scalable profes- 
sions- investment banking and writ- 
ing - so he must be advising everyone 
to follow in his footsteps. Oddly 
enough, he isn’t. In fact, far from 
suggesting anyone try to emulate 
him, he’s warning against doing so: 
“Beware the scalable.” 

Why would someone with a nine 
figure net worth turn around and bite 
the hand that so generously fed him? 
Because scalable professions are 
ferociously competitive. If bond trad- 
ing is risky enough to bring down the 
world economy, imagine what it 
could do to your life savings. Pavlina 
may be coasting but most websites 
fail, just like most businesses go 
belly-up, most books don’t get pub- 
lished, and most published books 
don’t make money. You want to be a 
movie star earning $20 million a pic- 
ture along with points on the back 
end? So does everyone else. 

Nonscalable work has a client 
base that is local, whereas the client 
base for scalable professions is glob- 
al. Websites can be designed and 
maintained from anywhere on the 
planet (provided there is an internet 
connection), which makes for a huge 
number of potential competitors. 

For aspiring writers (like me) it’s 
even worse; at least bond traders 


don’t have to worry about dead peo- 
ple cutting into their profits. 

A counselor is competing with a 
limited number of other counselors 
for a limited number of potential 
clients within a limited area; unless 
you’re name is Sigmund Freud 
nobody is about to hop on a plane to 
come see you. 

The discrepancy of pay for men- 
tal health counselors is around $40 
thousand (separating the highest 
from the lowest paid) according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In the 
scalable world that discrepancy can 
be in the millions, even billions. 

What limits nonscalable workers 
from earning much more than their 
peers also serves to protect them in 
the form of less competition. 

So what’s a college student to 
do? Pursue the scalable like Pavlina 
suggests, or avoid it like Taleb 
warns? I say be aware of the differ- 
ence, plan accordingly, then do what- 
ever you enjoy. 

Most successful artists and entre- 
preneurs will tell you that even with- 
out their success they would still be 
doing the same thing. I believe them. 

Though I doubt they would be 
doing quite as much. They wouldn’t 
have the time. They’d have to get real 
jobs like the rest of us. 
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Remember our The importance of 
your NECC ID 


soldiers 


Thank our veterans 
everyday 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
- Opinion Editor 


A limited number of days are 
specifically devoted to soldiers 
and veterans every single year. 
Although, it appears that the 
premise of most of these days 
serve more as a day off for people 
than a day dedicated to veterans. 

Veterans Day has just passed, 
which is meant to pay tribute to 
soldiers both of the past and pres- 
ent. Of course, there is also 
Memorial Day dedicated to sol- 
diers. 

However, shouldn’t we honor 
veterans and soldiers every single 
day of the year? 

It is not as though they only 
serve the American populace for 
one or two days a year. Their 
duties extend into every part of 
their lives. The duty of a soldier 
is a twenty-four hour, seven day a 
week job. 

Soldiers make a countless 
amount of sacrifices for us every 
single day of the year. Soldiers 
not only leave their families and 
friends, but they risk their physi- 
cal and mental well-being. 

Honestly, could you imagine 


months, maybe even years at a 
time? 

Not only this, but many sol- 
diers do not come home. Besides 
those who die in combat, there 
are the soldiers who become 
severely injured 

According to a 2006 statistic, 
for every soldier fatality in Iraq, 
there are 16 other soldiers that 
are injured. 

The injuries they receive 
range from the horrific burns, 
brain damage, lost limbs and the 
list goes on and on. 

Technology and advances in 
the medical world are helping to 
prevent deaths. 

However, every death makes 
a huge difference. It means 
another person gave their lives 
serving us, protecting our free- 
dom 

Besides risking their physical 
well-being, they also risk their 
mental health. 

A Stanford study released the 
sobering fact last year that about 
35 percent of soldiers come home 
from Iraq will experience symp- 
toms of post traumatic stress. 

Therefore, from this moment 
on, we should make an, active 
effort towards remembering sol- 
diets and thanking them for 
everything they do for us. 

To all the soldiers and veter- 
ans of both the past and present, 
thank you for everything you do. 


Many students do not 
have IDs, but getting 
one is simple 


By Rick INGHAM 
Staff writer 


The computer lab in the B- 
building is one of the most awe- 
some places on campus. Not only 
does it offer free internet, but 
full printing capability, and all of 
the obscure course specific pro- 
grams you could ever ask for. 

Indeed it's a magical wonder- 
land of technology where the 
collegiate mind can frolic over 
hills and dales of digital delight. 
There's only one prerequisite to 
enter this Eden of electronics, 
you must show a valid student 
ID. 

As a work-study student, 
working in the computer lab, one 
of my responsibilities involves 
checking student ID's at the door. 

The Computer lab is open to 
students who are currently 
enrolled and have a valid student 
ID. Lab policy dictates that the 
valid ID must be presented prior 
to use of the facility. 


From my position behind the 
desk I have been met with coop- 
eration for a majority of my 
time, however there always 
seems to be the few who come up 
short. 

Data 


collected over several 


days shows that 15.8 percent of 


students do not bring their stu- 
dent ID's with them to the com- 


-puter lab. 


Students usually say they for- 
got their ID at home or lost it and 
some say they never had an ID to 
begin with. 

The quick and easy way to 
get around not having a student 
ID is to have a current class 
schedule, but that is merely a 
temporary solution to a perma- 
nent problem. 

Sure it begins by forgetting 
your student ID at home, but 
when you get trapped in Canada 
without a passport you'll be 
wishing you took inventory 
before you left the house. 

The answer to this problem is 
simple. 

Step one: think of something 
you always grab on your way out 
of the house like your wallet or 
your phone or even your keys. 

Step two: take your student 
ID and put it inside or attach it to 
that item. Remember duct tape 


can be your best friend during 
step 2. 

And step 3: always remember 
to grab the item that has your 
student ID and you won't ever be 
found empty-handed. 

If you have never had a stu- 
dent ID then head over to the stu- 
dent activities building and pick 
up your free ID, of course if you 
have lost yours then it will cost 
$5 for a replacement but $5 pales 
in comparison to the sheer ecsta- 
cy of experiencing NECC's com- 
puter lab. 

Still not convinced to keep 
your student ID on you? 

Aside from the computer lab 
your student ID can get you 
access to the full althletic facili- 
ty here on campus as well as get 
you everything you need to use 
the school's billiards and ping 
pong tables. 

And if you're looking to do 
some reading you'll need your 
student ID to get a library card. 

So, if you find yourself in the 
minority, get your act together, 
grab your student ID and join the 
other 84 percent in taking full 
advantage of all that Northern 
Essex has to offer. 


not seeing your family for 


Rate your professor 


Ratemyprofessor.com, 
allows students to dish on 


the good and bad 


By Horr M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


If you are finding yourself plagued by 
uncertainty as you peruse through the course 
catalog, considering potential classes for the 
upcoming semester you are not alone. There 
are so many questions that come to mind and 
limited sources from which to retrieve the 
answers, and while friends and faculty advi- 
sors can be a fountain of knowledge there is 
only so much they are able to or choose to 
reveal. 

Additionally, people are imperfect and 
are prone to bias, so whose words can you 
most readily rely on? If only you had a larg 
er sampling of people from which to extract 
information, concerning the courses you 
intend to take and the professors teaching 
them. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, this informa 
tion is readily available and is one mere URI 
away. 

Yes, there is a website devoted to compil 
ing the reviews of students concerning pro 
fessors: www.ratemyprofessors.com 

The website visually appealing and easy 
to navigate; there is a search bar in which you 
input your inquiry, which can either be the 
professor’s name or the name of the college 

Once you have narrowed down your 
inquiry, having selected the professor you are 
researching, you will be navigated to a page 
dedicated solely to that professor, where you 
can view that professor’s overall rating, 
which is comprised of how helpful that 
he/she is. 

As well as, how clearly they present the 
material, how easy their courses are, and how 
hot they happen to be (hot being synonymous 


with attractive) 

Yes, how attractive a professor is can be 
quite a deal breaker. In addition, to viewing 
the overall ratings of a professor, you can 
also view the various individual ratings, 
which contribute to the overall ratings. 

Individual ratings are obviously the opin- 
ion of that particular individual, so there will 
be a good mix of disgruntled students, stu- 
dents with accounts that are too good to be 
true. Students who can be objective, as men- 
tioned earlier people are imperfect and prone 
to bias. 

Some biases are easy to spot, while oth- 
ers are not. A student’s review of an English 
professor that is riddled with misspellings 
might not be the best source of objective 
information 

Additionally, reviews that are insulting 
and unprofessional are also not a very good 
source of objective information 

If you’re not a good judge of character 
and cannot easily decipher between which 
might be objective and which 
reviews are not, you might think twice before 
using this site as a source of information 

Students, who are currently enrolled in 
classes, rate your professors using this web- 
site, and give others the opportunity to know 
what they can expect 

Please your review in earnest 
reflection, pondering not only t 
efforts, but also your own 

If you didn’t give the course your best 
effort then don’t blame the professor as the 


source of your woes. If 


reviews 


write 


he professor's 


you can’t be objec- 
tive or courteous then please don’t say any- 
at all . 

Professors, who are curious, check this 
website not only for feedback concerning 
your teaching, but also to rebut and refute 
student claims 

There are two sides to every story, why 
not let your stance be known? 

All in all, www.ratemyprofessors.com is 
a good resource, so long as you can accurate- 
ly gauge what is objective versus what is far 
from it. 
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Internation 


Burmese opposition 
leader freed from 


years of arrest 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


Following 9 years of living under 
house arrest, Burmese President and 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung 
San Suu Kyi was released on Friday, 
Nov. 13, just two days after the coun- 
try’s first democratic elections in 20 
years. 

Suu Kyi, 65, is an international 
hero. She is described by many as a 
Nelson Mandela figure of South East 
Asia for her peaceful efforts working 
towards democracy for her country 
Burma, also known as Myanmar, a 
nation filled with a history of politi- 
cal instability, violence and human 
rights atrocities. 

The international community and her 
fellow countrymen welcomed the release 
of Suu Kyi, with newfound hopes to free 
Burma from a military governing dictator- 
ship, and achieve a democratic future. The 
last day of her sentence, Burmese and 
intemational supporters alike, gathered 
outside her home, screaming as she made 
her first appearance in years. 

Suu Kyi was elected to 
Presidency in 1990, but has been sen- 
tenced to house arrest since 1989, for 
her efforts working to achieve 
democracy in Burma. She has spent 
15 of the last 21 years detained, while 
the governing military rulers have 
maintained power of the country. 

Meanwhile, the people of Burma 
have lived in poor conditions subject 
to forced labor, with little ability to 
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speak out against the government. 
Just two years before the election, in 
1988, the military killed 3,000 peace- 
ful protesters citizens in a massive 
nonviolent democracy protest in the 
streets of Yangoon. Shortly after this, 
Suu Kyi was subject to house arrest 
by the military rulers. 

Regarding her arrest, she said 
Nov. 14 in an exclusive interview 
with BBC, “I fought against this 
house arrest because I believe in the 
tule of law and I don't believe they 
had a right [underneath the law] to 
hold me on detention of any kind.” 
Suu Kyi said, however that she feels 
she was much better off on house 
arrest than those in her country who 
suffer in prison for their activism 
towards democracy saying “I really 
don't think I have any grounds for 
complaint.” 

A biography from the Nobel 
Peace Prize website, reported that 
after her initial sentence in 1989, Suu 
Kyi defiantly refused to eat, in a 
hunger strike to be sent to join in 
prison students who were arrested at 
her home. The hunger strike ended 
when she was promised their fair 
treatment. 

Her release is of great signifi- 
cance to the people of Burma, how- 
ever, according to a third party organ- 
ization, the Burma Campaign UK, 
there are still currently 2,200 political 
prisoners in the country. Because of 
this, they say “Aung San Suu Kyi's 
release on November 13 is very wel- 
come but does not signify any politi- 
cal change in the country.” 

A briefing from this organization also 
said the recent election was merely a farce 
by the military powers. 

The Campaign called it “unfair” 
and said “the military have brought 


Improve the 
shuttle bus 


Do you have issues 
with the shuttle bus 


schedule? 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


On Friday Noy. 19 at noon in 
room C108 Amnesty International is 
holding a meeting discussing the ben- 
efits of improving the shuttle bus sys- 
tem here at NECC. 

Some of the issues on the agenda 
include, providing a greener alterna- 
tive to students driving themselves to 
campus, ensuring that every student is 
able to board the shuttle, and that the 
hours of operation accommodate stu- 
dent's needs. 

Currently, the Lawrence- 
Haverhill intercampus shuttle runs 
until 3 p.m. causing some students to 
complain that if they took the shuttle, 


they wouldn't be able to get home. 
Other students have mentioned that 
being that there is only one bus run- 
ning between campuses, they. are 
often left behind on mornings when 
there isn't enough room on the shuttle, 
causing them to miss class. 

Another point of concern for stu- 
dents is the environmental impacts of 
NECC not providing adequate alter- 
native means of transportation to 
campus. Many students who drive to 
school are becoming more and more 
conscious of their carbon footprint 
and are seeking way to minimize the 
amount of pollution that they are 
responsible for. os 

Every NECC student has been 
invited to voice their opinion on the 
matter this Friday. Organizers hope 


for a large turnout so that a plan of 


action may be created to pressure the 
NECC administration to take their 
needs seriously. 


T @ help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about. the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 


pus. 


Tuesday, Noy.2- 
Laptop missing in library. 


Wednesday, Nov. 3-. 
Laptop missing in library 


*The Haverhill, police department 


in a new constitution which renders 
parliament powerless to bring in gen- 
uine democratic reform without mili- 
tary consent.” 

Specifically, in a brief released 
by the organization they said it was a 
step in a seven-stage road map of the 
government to redeem their image 
and hopefully ward off the strict 
sanctions issued by the international 
community. 

The briefing says the government 
formulated this “roadmap” after the 
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The international community and her fellow 
countrymen welcomed the release of Suu Kyi 
with newfound hopes to free Burma from a 
military governing dictatorship and achieve a 


democratic future. 


ora Porc 


image. The government hired a US 
PR firm in 1997 and also changed the 
name of the country from Burma, to 
Myanmar, a name still not recog- 
nized by the majority of the interna- 
tional community, in order to show a 
lack of support to the military power. 

Sanctions were placed in 
response to human rights abuses and 
Suu Kyi's request for a tourism boy- 
cott. Amongst other human rights 
atrocities, the government used 
forced labor to makeover the country 


Depayin Massacre in May of 2003, a 
failed assassination attempt against 
Suu Kyi that resulted in the death of 
70 of her supporters. 

The election represented a possi- 
ble hope for change. 

But, the Burma Campaign UK 
remains less than optimistic about 
steps taken by the government, and 
continues to place pressure for 
democracy for the country. 

This would not be the military's 
first attempt to redeem the country's 


to encourage tourism for “Visit 
Myanmar Year” in 1995. 

Suu Kyi claimed the profits for 
this would not benefit the people of 
Burma, rather would go almost 
entirely to profit the ruling generals 
in power. 

As a result, the efforts of the gov- 
emment were largely unsuccessful, 
and the tourism industry of Burnma, 
as well as the nation has felt the hard 
affect of the sanctions since. 


Now that Suu Kyi has been 


at last 


released, she said she plans to reeval- 
uate these sanctions. “I have so much 
I want to learn now... I want to listen 
to what the people want and to what 
the other countries want,” she said. 

Suu Kyi was recognized interna- 
tionally with the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1991 for “her non-violent struggle 
for democracy and human rights” 
She carries on a family legacy as the 
daughter of the Burmese national 
hero General Aung San, commander 
of the Burma Independence Army. 
Suu Kyi's father was assassinated 
when she was only 2 years old, just 
one year before his efforts came to 
fruition when the Burmese 
Independent Republic established 
independence from British rule. 

Since her release, she has not 
spoken against the ruling military 
generals. 

When asked about this by BBC 
she replied, “I don't really criticize 
people just for the sake of criticiz- 
ing them... and a lot of things that 
I think need to be said about the 
ruling generals, I've already said.” 
She said that while she expects the 
time may come where she needs to 
speak against the Ruling Generals 
in the future, at the present time it 
would not be constructive to have 
anything negative to say. 

“I would also like to make the 
point that I have never criticized any 
of the generals on a personal basis,” 
she said. 

This gracious decorum is charac- 
teristic of Suu Kyi who has earned 
the title “The Lady” for her civility 
and peaceful approach to negotia- 
tions in the difficult political arena 
she faces. 
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Hypocritical hate 


Do Eminem s 
contributions to 
Minaj& song cross 
the line? 


By MATTHEW RAND 
Correspondent 


I've always been a big supporter 
of hip-hop. Just in general, I've typi- 
cally favored music with a thumping 
bass line over quiet acoustics. So, you 
could say that I was excited when | 
logged onto iTunes last week to find 
up-and-coming rap superstar Nicki 
Minaj's new single “Roman's 
Revenge” available for the download. 
What kind of hip-hop fan would I be 
if | weren't? After all, it's Nicki Minaj 
featuring Eminem! Two of the 
biggest names in music today, togeth- 
er. Needless to say, I anted up my 
$1.29 and began listening to this 
sure-to-be delight. As Minaj busted 
her sick flow I was all smiles. I was 
all smiles until the one minute and 
thirty-four second mark, that is. 

“You don't like it, then pill off, b—h,” 
Eminem says. “Every last woman on earth 
I'll kill off, and | still wouldn't fk you, 
slut.” Now, forgive me if I'm wrong, but 
hasn't the whole “I'm angry and drug- 
infested and you should respect me 
because I'm angry and white and a rapper” 
spiel Marshall Mathers (known primarily 
by his stage name, Eminem) pioneered 
some ten years ago grown a little stale? 
Sure, when he arrived on the scene fresh- 
faced and ready to spit rhymes that could 
cut through glass, he was really some- 


Arts & Entertainment 


Games in 
court 


photo from MCT Campus 


Rapper Marshall Mathers, better known as Eminem, 
has been known for controversial lyrics 


thing—a force to be reckoned with! But 
today, I'm sorry, the grotesquely misogy- 
nistic lines simply don't go down so easy. 

Then Nicki came back on, and | 
was happy again. After all, Minaj, 
fresh off her spread in last month's 
“Out Magazine,” is the gay commu- 
nity's latest icon! How, pray tell, 
could I ever disrespect her with her 
rainbow-accented attire and gleefully 
schizophrenic demeanor? And then, 
the three minute and thirty-two sec- 
ond mark. “All you little faggots can 
suck it, no homo, but I'mma stick it to 
‘em like refrigerator magnets.” The 
aforementioned shouted, not sung, 
once again by Eminem. What I'd love 
to know is how Nicki Minaj, a 
woman who calls her female fans her 
“Barbz” and her gay male fans her 
“Ken Barbz,” allow for such lamenta- 
bly low-brow “lyricism” to be high- 
lighted in her song. Naturally, to 
reject an invitation to have the man 
Billboard ranked as the best-selling 


artist of the past decade featured on 
your debut album would be crazy. 
But to have his aforesaid feature 
revolve around killing women and 
gays. That's pathetic. 

“I think if two people love each 
other, then what the hell? | think that 
everyone should have the chance to 
be equally miserable, if they 
want...it's the new tolerant me!” 
Interestingly enough, it was none 
other than Eminem who spoke those 
words to the New York Times's 
Deborah Solomon in June of 2010. 
Sorry Mr. Mathers, but speaking out 
for equality and then turning around 
and spitting in its face is not a situa- 
tion that can be quietly swept under 
the rug. He's got the money, he's got 
the fame, he's got his children, he 
was, as previously stated, ranked the 
best-selling artist of the past decade. 
So this student would like to know: 
Why is Eminem so mad? 


Supreme Court hears 


Jirst case on video 


game speech 


By Curis MCMULLEN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


On November 2 the Supreme 
Court began hearing cases in the 
Shwarzeneggar versus Electronic 
Merchant case, considering how free 
speech covers video games if govern- 
ment law can restrict the sales of 
video games. This is the first case 
pertaining video games and free 
speech in front of the Supreme Court. 

The case started back in 2005 
when California Governor Arnold 
Shwarzeneggar passed a bill that pro- 
hibited the sale or rental of violent 
video games to minors. The 
Electronic Merchant Agency and the 
Entertainment Software Agency 
quickly appealed the law, blocking it 
from taking effect. The state of 
California then challenged the 
injunction in the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in both 2007 and in 2009. 
Both times the court ruled the bill 
unconstitutional in regards to the first 
amendment. This led the California 
Governor and Attorney General Jerry 
Brown to appeal the case to the 
Supreme Court. 

The bill itself regards to the sell- 
ing of deviant, violent video games to 
minors. During the presentation of 


arguments on November 2, the court 
asked the Californian case presenter 
Zackery Mrazzini how the state of 
California defines deviant, violent 
video games. The Supreme Court 
Judge Scalia pointed out that the def- 
inition of deviant, violent games in 
the bill is too vague and purposes no 
consistent way for video game com- 
panies to judge if their game falls 
under this grouping. 

One of the major problems with 
the case is that new studies about the 
affect of violent video games on chil- 
dren behavior are coming out all the 
time, and are constantly contradicting 
each other. Another problem that 
Supreme Court Judges Kagan and 
Sotomayor pointed out is that if this 
law passes it may bleed into other 
medias such as movies, television, 
and books. 

According to a telephone survey 
by Rasmussen Reports says that 65 
percent of adults feel states should be 
allowed to prohibit the rental and sale 
of violent video games to minors 
while 25 percent of adults disagree. 
71 percent of adults think that it's the 
parents’ responsibility and not the 
game makers and adults with chil- 
dren at home are less concerned with 
violent video games than adults with- 
out. This is a court case to keep on 
your radar. 
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Is MTV really still 
Music television with 


its current lineup? 


By MELISSA ALMONOR 
Correspondent 


It is evident that MTV is not what 
it use to be. MTV or Music 
Television was created in Aug. 1981, 
the original purpose of the network 
was to show music videos hosted by 


- VJ's or video jockeys. Now it seems 


that reality and dating shows have 
just taken the music right out of 
MTV. I remember when I was 
younger I'd sit in front of the TV, and 
watch music video after music video, 
it was never ending. In 1992 the first 
reality show on MTV, The Real 
World, hit the air, ultimately begin- 
ning a string of reality shows added 
to the network. In reality they are not 
reality, the people on these shows act 
out, as if they do not have mothers, in 
ways they would not if they were not 
being filmed. Have you noticed that 
all these shows have the same con- 
cept? The popularity of these shows 
has lead to less music on the network 
made for music. 

Yes, reality shows bring in lots of 
viewers, but don't you think actual 
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Music videos MIA from MTV 


music television would too? There is 
not one network now that is all about 
music, however there are plenty of 
reality shows to go around. There 
once was a when Music 
Television was just that. In the early 


time 


Now the only way to see a music 


video's on MTYV is really early in the 
morning, and when I say early | mean 
like 3 a.m., which is crazy to think, 
because there was a time when they 
would be on 24/7. 


_Now the only way to see a music 
videos on MTV is really early in the 


morning...” 


— Melissa Almonor 


years of the network, shows like Yo! 
MTV Raps, and Headbangers Ball 
were what you would see regularly. 
In 2008 TRL, Total Request Live, 
was cancelled. It was the last stand- 
ing music video show on the net- 
work. These music-based shows 
were not only a way for viewers to 
see the latest music video's, but also a 
way of getting a piece of their 
favorite musician. Artists would be 
interviewed in a non-formal atmos- 
phere, so they would act more like 
themselves. There was a time when 
MTV was a way to see your favorite 
artists, request videos you wanted to 
see, and it was like this all day long. 


The VMA's, Video Music 
Awards, is an awards show for music 
video's, and the only thing left from 
the original MTV. Yet, that only 
comes once a year, what about the 
other 364 days? Now there is not one 
single show on MTV that is dedicat- 
ed to music, they have changed their 
focus from music to reality. Teen 
Mom and The Jersey Shore are some 
of the most popular shows on the net- 
work right now, because they're so 
messy, and messy is what sells in our 
society. Every network has reality 
shows, music television should have 
music and music-based shows. Of 
course reality is what is in on TV and 
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Photo courtesy of MTV 


MTV’s old logo with their slogan “I Want My MTV” 


they are trying to keep up with the 
times, but why not put back shows 
like Diary, which documented an 
artists for a few months while they 
were working on a tour, or releasing 
a new album. Or Making the Video, 
which showed just how a certain 
music video was created. They can 
still have their reality shows without 
completely forgetting the purpose of 
the network. Sure, these shows are 
not full of a group of people acting 


foolish, but they are what you expect 
to see on a network called Music 
Television. You can think that MTV 
may lose viewers, but don't you think 
that they would also gain viewers, the 
viewers they wanted in the first 
place. Since no other network is what 
MTV was, there would be no compe- 
tition, something to consider. MTV 
once had a slogan that said “I Want 
My MTV” and I can honestly say “I 
Want My MTV”. 


Where’s the talent? Pirates vs 
rockstars 


Have feelings and 
talent gone missing 
in this music era? 


By ANGEL VAZQUEZ 
Correspondent 


What is music? : 

"A form of expression, feelings, 
or someone's story being told with a 
beat or instruments," stated Kathy 
Beltran a student at Northern Essex 
Community College. "Music is sup- 
posed to be a form of expression, and 
in the last couple years music has 
expressed to us mostly garbage. It 
seems as music has taken a complete 
different route since back in the 
90's.” 

"The 90's had real music, now it's 
mostly commercial," stated Victor 
Beltran from Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Now we need to understand with 
time comes evolution, but with evo- 
lution shouldn't things be getting bet- 
ter? All music in this era isn't terrible, 
but a lot really are. We are surround- 
ed by repetitive beats and elementary 
school lyrics. Music has lost its orig- 
inality. Use of samples in songs has 
become a new trend. Sometimes it 
just shows a way of paying homage 
to the original like Rihanna's sample 
of Michael Jackson's "Wanna Be 
Starting Something" with "Don't 
Stop The Music“ while for others it 
just ruins the original. 

Most beats are just a rip off from 
the next one. “Just The Way You 
Are” by Bruno Mars is a great song, 
but the beat resembles Alicia Keys 
“Doesn't Mean Anything” a bit too 
much. We have producers recycling 


their beats, like Mario Winans that 
gave almost the exact beat for 
Diddy's “Last Night” and Ashanti's 
“Hey Baby.” I find that many artists 
today are more focused on making 
money over making music. 

“Artist today will sacrifice origi- 
nality and follow the pack to make a 
few extra dollars which is unfortu- 
nate,” stated Harmonie Charland, a 
student from Northern 
Community College. This era has 
R&B artists leaving their roots to fit 
in with the new trend. We have artists 
like Usher going from true R&B 
music like "U Got It Bad" to songs 
like "OMG" which is pure pop, yet he 
still calls himself an R&B artist. 

Music from the soul with mean- 
ingful or empowering lyrics is never 
lucky enough to even crack the top 
10 chart, yet songs about being drunk 
and falling on the floor make it to 
number one. 

"IT don't like how almost anyone 
can become a singer or a rapper, even 
if they don't have true talent," stated 
Gwen Artis, a student at Northern 
Essex Community College. With the 
evolution of technology it seems any- 
one financially stable or with the 
right look can become an “artist.” 

Auto-tune was supposed to help 
display the music differently, not 
allow the non-talented to pretend to 
be talented. Britney Spears is no 
Celine Dion. She can sing but tends 
to use auto tune in most of her tracks. 
Britney Spears’ use of auto-tune 
showcases her music in a positive 
note, giving her songs a bit more life 
or making them more interesting. For 
many artists, their use of auto tune is 
to distract from the fact they do not 
have the talent, like auto-tune queen 
Ke$ha. Her songs are played every- 


Essex 


MCT campus photo 
T-Pain, one of the main 


artists attributed to bring- 
ing Auto-Tune into popu- 
lar music 


where on heavy rotation, but her 
songs all have the same subject, par- 
tying and getting wasted. It's fun to 
sing about those subjects since many 
can relate to them, but after awhile it 
becomes irrelevant. 

Ten years from now people won't 
look back at her songs and call them 
classics. What we hear on the radio 
24/7 is radio food, not music. The 
saddest part of the change in music is 
that America is eating it up; the music 
industry knows exactly what to feed 
the non-educated, to believe this era 
is music. Music is supposed to be self 
expression, but most artist today are 
forgetting their roots and going for 
what's "in," not what they believe in. 


Will the music indus- 
try be able to shut- 


down music theft? 


By MATTHEW PSEHOYAS 
Correspondent 


One of the main issues in the 
music industry today is the use of 
file-sharing to obtain free music. 
Many lawsuits have been filed 
against these file-sharing programs, 
forcing some to shut down; but will 
doing this actually solve anything? 

For anybody who is unfamiliar 
with file-sharing programs, they 
allow somebody to share files (large- 
ly music, movies, and e-books) with 
other people using different comput- 
ers. In a sense, it's just like borrowing 
a CD from a friend and ripping it to 
your computer so you have a copy of 
your own. There are risks involved in 
using these programs however, such 
as the chance of getting viruses or 
spyware, but usually these risk fac- 
tors are ignored for those people that 
want their free music. 

Many of these programs are often 
the target of “copyright infringe- 
ment” and “illegal distribution of 
music” and usually get involved in 
lawsuits. One of the most popular 
file-sharing services, LimeWire, 
recently had to shut down after being 
sued by the Recording Industry 
Association of America (RIAA). 
LimeWire will also have to pay for 


each time it committed copyright 
infringement, which would end up 
being around $1 billion! 

Even if one file-sharing program 
goes down, that will only make peo- 
ple go to other file- sharing pro- 
grams. A lot of people use these pro- 
grams as a way to get music, and 
there are hundreds of them out there 
(even though they all essentially do 
the same thing). If it took the music 
industry this long to shut down 
LimeWire (which has been around 
since 2000), imagine how long it will 
take to get rid of them all. 

There are also millions of people 
who still use programs such as iTunes 
and Rhapsody to buy music. In fact, 
the RIAA still has no problem certi- 
fying CDs and singles by a certain 
artist or group (gold status meaning 
500,000 sales and platinum status 
meaning 1,000,000 sales) and this 
can only be done with purchased 
music. This shows that people are 
definitely still buying music, and 
although file-sharing may affect the 
music industry, it doesn't affect it that 
much. 

File-sharing may be a serious 
issue in the music industry, but there 


are still so many programs out there- 


that people can use. No matter how 
many lawsuits the music industry 
may file against certain programs and 
win, people are still going to find 
alternatives in order to get free 
music, meaning that the music indus- 
try will eventually lose this battle. 
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Puddles, puddles everywhere! 


Those who dont like 
to play in puddles 
petition for drier 
pavement 


By ELISABETH GREEN AND 
Hope M. HuNT 

Features Editor and Copy 
Editor 


Soggy socks. This is the 
predicament that has many NECC 
pedestrians frustrated as the win- 
ter months approach, bringing 
with them puddles accumulating 
around sidewalks on campus. The 
lack of drainage on the sidewalks 
is an issue that frustrates many 
students going to and from class. 

“It [stinks] to walk around... 
next thing you know you have a 
show full of water,” student 
Michael Litman said. 

“The majority of classes held 
at NECC are during the rainy sea- 
sons... This school has been 
around for a while.... I just wished 
I could enjoy the scenery rather 
than looking down, watching 
every step,” says student Wes 
Brennan, who has experienced 
this on-going problem during his 
attendance at NECC. 


WHAT WILL 


YOU DO? 


Originally from Ghana, Dzifa fell 
in love with New England and 
RWU on a summer visit when 
he was in high school. Following 
in the footsteps of his aunt and 
uncle, Dzifa majored in Legal 
Studies, which prepared him for 
internships with the attorney 
general's office and at the Norton 
Rose law firm in Paris, France. 
Of course, Dzifa was as busy on 
campus as he was off campus as 
a member of Mock Trial, SOAR 
Leadership training, a writing 
tutor and a DJ on WQRI. Dzifa is 
putting his hands-on knowledge 
to work. What will you do? 


www wu.edu 
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As though a dreary day isn't 
enough to damper one's spirit, 
ankle-deep puddles that soak 
pant legs and fill flats is a frustra- 
tion to say the least. 

“It's a nuisance,” says student 
Brendan Hudak. 

“It's an annoyance...I get to 
class and I'm soaking wet,” Erica 
Adams says. 

With all due respect to the 
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In light of the fast- 
approaching winter 
weather... this issue is 
of the utmost 
importance 


powers that be, some students 
feel the sidewalks are in need of 
some drainage minor renovations 
in order to better service the toes 
trekking around campus. Most 
specifically, this oversight tends 
to be most inconvenient in front 
of the C- building, where the 
majority of foot traffic treads, as 
students make their way to class- 
es in different areas around cam- 


DISCOVER YOURSELF 


pus. Some people even choose to 
traverse the muddy grass rather 
than wade through the puddles. 
Mud can be removed in a few 
moments, whereas wet socks and 
pant legs can be a frustration all 
day. 

In addition to the frustration 
this presents to the students and 
faculty affected, it also can pres- 
ent a safety hazard. Many a stu- 
dent have taken a spill after trail- 
ing in condensation on their 
sneakers, presenting a hazard 
when matched with the slippery 
nature of the tiled floors. 

When the forecast is dreary 
and precipitation is a definite the 
maintenance staff takes preemp- 
tive measures, strategically plac- 
ing caution signs throughout the 
buildings, usually in close prox- 
imity to the entrances. 

In light of the fast-approach- 
ing winter weather, which brings 
with it additional hazards, such as 
the formation of ice, this issue is 
one of utmost importance, as it 
could pose a threat to the safety of 
students and faculty. The safety 
and well- being of those who are 
either attending or employed by 
NECC should be a priority, so why 
does this problem continue to 
plague the student body? 

Perhaps in the evaluation of 
this situation, campus officials 


Slippery soles pose a threat to those walking the hallways 
on campus and to those who maintain their safe conditions. 


could examine the benefits of pos- 
sible solutions to this conundrum 
that might reduce insurance lia- 
bilities and costs. 

To those in charge, we peti- 


tion: have a heart and pay heed to 
the voices of the valued pedestri- 
ans of NECC; drain out the damp- 
ness on campus and pave a safe 
walkway for all. 


Class of 2010 


Ghana 


Legal Studies and French 
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Unified expression to “Make a Scene” 


Students ignite 
revolution through 


artistic movement 


BY ANDY ROBINSON 
Correspondent 


An underground art crew based 
out of NECC, “Make a Scene,” is 
slowly becoming the New England 
“art revolution.” 

Kehoe Cassidy, a psychology 
major and the crew's captain here at 
NECC, said that the whole thing 
started with a love of art and a lack of 
real public forums and venues to per- 
form and to get art noticed by the 
public. He rounded up artists he 
knew, band members he had played 
with, and people whose creativity he 
admired, together to start what could 
now be called the art revolution of 
New England. 

Their goal is basically stated in 
two words, Cassidy said; “Art every- 
where.” 

What “Make a Scene” does is 
provide shows and gatherings of cre- 
ative minds and artistic souls to show 
their work in a public setting. It's also 
a networking opportunity for local 
artists who want to meet other artists 
and talk and make a few friends 
along the way. Whatever medium 
you choose; be it painting, music, 
writing, filmmaking, what have you, 
“Make a Scene” is spreading the 
word and sounding the call to people 
across New England. 

Make no mistake, they're organ- 
ized. Facebook, being a central tool 
in the making of, “Make a Scene,” 
has brought many of the members 
together and kept them informed 


about future plans and meet-ups. 
www.sceneproductions.wordpress.co 
m, the crew's central website, 
although still a work in progress, 
invites all creative types to join and 
get their art noticed. A magazine is 
also in the works to highlight local 
artwork such as creative writing, 
photography, and journalism. 
Mission statements and contact infor- 
mation have been spread across the 
local area to book shops, record 
stores, and restaurants asking for 
venues and opportunities to hold 
events. 

Among the many artists that he 
rounded up from NECC are Heather 
Norcross (stage manager), Tom 
Coletti (musican), Justine Curley 
(graphic designer), and Greg Connor 
(musician). A lot of the crew's core 
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“...if we stand on our 
chairs and yell loud enough 
I think our revolution will 
last a long time.” 


— Kehoe Cassidy 


members are outside of NECC, like 
Vanessa Polychronis, fashion design- 
er, from The Great Bay Community 
College and Kathleen Rose Cordiner, 
painter and poet. 

Their first major event as a crew 
came Oct. 9, 2010 on the Boston 
Commons where music and poetry 
flowed with the autumn wind. 


“Myself and about 10 other indi- 
viduals, performers, artists and sup- 
porters alike took a trip to the 
Commons,” said Cassidy, “to 'busk' 
(street performing] and hand out fly- 
ers and samples of work to attract 
people to our movement.” The event 
was a Success, gathering writers and 
supporters from the Boston area. 

The crew's second performance 
came with much success as well. 
Housed in Middle Street Bookstore 
in Newburyport, Massachusetts, the 
crew hosted a, “poetry slam,” and 
music performances by crew mem- 
bers Cordiner, Coletti, and others. 
The closet-sized venue provided little 
space for the great turnout, but just as 
the scene was inside-it was outside; 
on the sidewalks in the cigarette con- 
versations. 

The crew 
and audience 
members took 
the floor with 
folded up note- 
book paper, 
journals, and 
crinkled-up 
printer paper 
that had been 
stuffed into 
their pockets, 
and read their 
thoughts, their 


dreams, and 
their anger. 
Their swift 


voices and passion fueled their confi- 
dence to take the floor. 

The words of the books on the 
shelves also seemed to fuel the per- 
formers. It was almost as if Kerouac, 
Ginsberg, and Salinger were whis- 
pering into their ears and clapping 
softly. 

“The success and the decent 


turnouts of the events may come 
from the economic situation,” 
Polychronis said, “People want to, 
support the local scene.” 

The art revolution is growing. It's 
underground now, but its steam is 
coming up through the vents of soci- 
ety and creating a mist of curiosity. 
This is a fundamental reawakening of 
art, not just in society, but in the 
hearts of people. 

To all those who have always 
loved the smell of paint and glue on 
their fingers, this is a revolution for 
you. To all those who have been 
drawn to the art rooms and can be lit- 
up at a strum of the guitar, this is a 
revolution for you. 

Cassidy said, “I don't know how 


Courtesy photo 
NECC student Tom Coletti plays at the recent “poetry 


slam” at the Middle Street Bookstore in Newburyport 


long the group will last, but if we 
stand on our chairs and yell loud 
enough, I think our revolution and 
idea will last for a long time.” 

Their next big event is scheduled 
for Saturday, Dec. 11 at Flyrock 
Records in downtown Dover, New 
Hampshire. Join “Make a Scene” on 
Facebook for more information. 

To those who have ever doodled 
on graph paper, sang along to the 
radio, wrote a poem, or wanted to be 
a part of a genuine movement dedi- 
cated to the expression of music and 
writing and the discussion of ideas, 
all while meeting new and interesting 
people: tune in, join up, and “Make a 
Scene.” 


“Emmaus, where everybody matters” 


Emmaus Inc. helps 
provide relief for the 
many homeless 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


Emmaus Inc. is a non-profit 
organization that is able to provide 
housing and services to homeless 
families and adults in Haverhill. The 
organization was founded in 1985 
and since its incorporation, it has 
assisted over 17,000 children, 
women, and men to get out of home- 
lessness. 

According to 
www.emmausinc.org, “Over 400 vol- 
unteers, 150 businesses, 125 church- 
es and synagogues, plus 5,000 addi- 
tional donors ‘contribute time, servic- 
es and over $200,000 in private gifts 
each year to keep the agency's mis- 
sion operating.” 

Emmaus Inc. has the Emmaus 
House, Bethel Business Center, 
Bethel Transitional Apartments, 
Columbia Park Apartments, Emerson 
Street Apartments, Gilead House, 
Jericho House, Mitch's Place, and 
Winter Street Apartments. 

According to Emmaus Inc. web- 
site, “hundreds and hundreds of peo- 
ple are living in Emmaus properties.” 

The Emmaus House is a family 
emergency shelter, which can serve 
up to 15 families at one time. They 


offer the families that stay there 
counseling, réferrals to outside agen- 
cies, and they assist with the housing 
search. 

Bethel Transitional Apartments 
are transitional housing and case 
management to women who were 
previously homeless women and 
children. This allows families to live 
in their own apartments for up to 2 
years and they are trained for jobs 
and how to be self-sufficient. 

The Columbia Park Apartments 
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The more help this 
place gets’ the 
more it teaches 
people to help 
themselves. 


are 32 affordable apartment units that 
are rented at market value. 

Emerson Street Apartments have 
12 unites of independent housing for 
homeless individuals with disabilities 
that are permanent. Men and women 
live in their own apartments and 
receive rental subsidies through the 
Haverhill Housing Authority. 

Gilead House is a transitional 
residence for mentally ill adults who 
are recovering from substance abuse. 
This place has 24-hour staff mem- 


bers, who assists the people living 
there. The people there each have 
their own room but share a kitchen 
and common room. 

Jericho House provides six Safe 
Haven units from men and women 
who are chronically homeless. Most 
of the people in this program have 
severe mental illness and/or addic- 
tions. 

Mitch's Place is an overnight 
emergency shelter for single men and 
women. When you are a guest there 
you receive a bed, meals, and the 
support of the staff. 

Lastly, the Winter Street 
Apartments, which are six apart- 
ments, which are affordable perma- 
nent, housing available for homeless 
women with disabilities. 

The Bethel Business Center is the 
employment-training arm of the 
Bethel Program. There, computer 
training, office skills, GED, and 
training so that people can be placed 
into full time jobs are offered. 

Emmaus Inc. thrives from volun- 
teers and donations. You can cook 
and serve meals at Mitch's Shelter, 
clean, weed, landscape, paint, partic- 
ipate in crafts and games at Safe 
Haven, collect donations at the fami- 
ly shelter, answer phone calls and the 
door at the family shelter, collect 
weekly donations from local food 
markets, lift and transport food, assist 
in the teaching of computer and life 
skills. 

The people that need these serv- 
ices are people just like you and me 


www.emmausin¢e.org 


According to emmausinc.org, there are 250,000 home- 
less families currently in the United States. 


and just need a little help to get back 
up on their feet and hopefully live a 
normal life again one day. 

One of the people that Emmaus 
has been helping said, “The feeling 
of waiting in line to get into a shelter 
is a feeling you can’t describe.” 

A child staying at the shelter said, 
“This shelter is a fantastic wonderful 
awesome shelter.” 

Without the volunteers and dona- 
tions that are given to Emmaus Inc. 
none of these opportunities would be 
available to people who need-them. 
You can do your own part in support- 


ing the Emmaus Inc. by bringing in a 
non-perishable item for the food 
drive that is going on, on campus 
until Nov. 22 or by purchasing a 
baked good at the bake sale today. 

“The more help this place gets 
the more it teaches people to help 
themselves.” 

Emmaus Inc. will host a benefit 
concert Saturday, Nov. 20 at the 
Haverhill campus in the Technology 
Center in room 103 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 each for adults and $5 for stu- 
dents and senior citizens. Proceeds 
will benefit the Emmaus House. 
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Ultimate recognition 


Ultimate Frisbee is 
getting worldwide 
recognition 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Correspondent - 


The 2010 USA _ Ultimate 
National Championships were 
held in Sarasota, FL the weekend 
of October 28-31. The champi- 
onships featured players from 
four different divisions—open 
(men), women, mixed, and mas- 
ters (older players). There were 
60 teams competing with 1,500 
players in all and only one winner 
in each division. 

If you go to any college cam- 
pus you can probably spot a cou- 
ple people throwing around a 
Frisbee. Most people do not real- 
ize there is an entire sport based 
around that Frisbee. Ultimate 
Frisbee is played at over 700 col- 
leges and high schools all over the 
nation. The sport grew by 21 per- 
cent which was the biggest partic- 
ipation increase in 2008. 

Ultimate is a high intensity 
game played seven-on-seven that 
incorporates athletic aspects from 
soccer, basketball, and football. It 
is played on a 70 by 40 yard field 
with two 25 yard end zones. 
Ultimate features high flying 
acrobatic catches, speed and 
endurance running, and dynamic 
passes. Ultimate is played on 
many different levels. Club is the 
highest level played then there are 
college, high school, and even 


some middle school divisions. 

The sport of ultimate does not 
have referees but is widely based 
on its “spirit of the game” rule. 
Spirit of the game is set to keep 
play from getting out of hand 
while still having a high level of 
competition. At most tourna- 
ments a spirit award is given out 
to the player or team that has 
expressed the best sportsman- 
ship. 

Schools linked to Northern 
Essex Community College have 
teams that compete in the college 
division. Using the MassTransfer 
system at NECC you can transfer 
to UMass ‘Amherst, UMass 
Lowell, Salem State, Bridgewater 
State, or UMass Dartmouth all of 
whom have ultimate teams. The 
sport is always looking for new 
members and to gain more recog- 
nition worldwide. 


Many teams from New 
England were represented at the 
USA Ultimate National 


Championships. The teams rep- 
resenting New England in the 
National Championships were 
Ironside and PoNY for the open 
division; Glum, Dog, and Rumble 
for masters; Slow White, District 
5, and Snowbirds for mixed; and 
Brute Squad, Capitals, Bent, and 
Storm for the women’s division. 
The best finishing for New 
England was Glum, Capitals, and 
Ironside all finishing second in 
the nation in their respected cate- 
gories. 


Volleyball Champs 


Girls Volleyball Team 
repeats as Region 
Champs 


By THOMAS BUTTNER 
Sports editor 


This years NECC 
women’s volleyball team repeated 


The girls’ volleyball team is 
growing into a dynasty program 
and making them the team to 
beat. The team wons it second 
straight Divsion III title making it 
their fourth title since 2005. 

NECC player Katelyn Demers 
of Haverhill was selected to the 
tournaments All Tournament 
Team. 

She was also named to the 
NJCAA Division III All Region 
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The girls volleyball team is growing into 
a dynasty program and making them 


the team to beat. 


as NJCAA Divsion III Region XXI 
Champions. 

They beat Holyke Community 
College in straight sets. After win- 
ning a close first game 28-26, 
NECC took the next two games 
25-20 and 25-22, winning their 
second straight championship. 

After winning their region 
NECC went on to play in the 
Region XIX tournament in 
Bergen, New Jersey. They came 
up short, losing to the number one 
seed in the tournament Bergen 
County Community College. 


team. Also making the All Region 
team are Tiffany Gadd of 
Haverhill and Danielle Ryan of 
Haverhill. All three were on last 
year’s team. 

Rounding out the team is 


Olivia Retelle, Jillian Ciampa, : 


Samantha Dietrich, Bonnie Flynn, 
and Danielle MacEacher. 

Sue MacAvoy is the head 
coach of the girls volleyball team 
and is also the athletic coordina- 
tor for NECC. 
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Is the Zone defense 
the worst defense you 
can run? 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


One of the most hazardous 
theories in recent football strategy 
has been the prevent defense. I've 
been watching football for years 
and I've never seen so many 
coaches implement a policy that 
never works. We have seen many 
great late minute wins this sea- 
son, and they have all been the 
direct result of the other team 
dropping back into the prevent 
defense and leaving the wide 
receivers open. 

Then as usual the team goes 
down to the endzone, scores, and 
makes their quarterback look like 
a hero. With few exceptions, most 
every team has consigned to this 
idea and I would like to call atten- 
tion to the fact that their idea 
don’t seem to be working. 

The idea of the prevent 
defense is that when offenses are 
in a postion to pass excessively 
(i.e. end of a game when they 
need a touchdown or field goal 
range), the defense only rushes 
three lineman. The rest of the 
defense, so that they could cover 
the pass, would all drop deep and 
cover a zone, meaning they all 
stand in one part of the field and 
make sure if the ball is thrown in 
that particular location that the 
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The Zone defense 


defender can make a play on it. 

All points on the field 
would have one player defending 
it so that nobody will be open and 
hopefully it results in an unsuc- 
cesful play for the offense. 

When utilized in an actual 
game, the defense rarely works. 
The truth is most offensive coor- 
dinators know that late in the 4th 
quarter defenses go to prevent 
defense. So they plan accordingly. 
Instead of spreading out all the 
receivers to every part of the field 
which the defense will cover, they 
call a play that has one or more 
receiversin one area. 

With one defender cov- 
ering each area and multiple 
receivers in one area, the ratio 
favors the offense. Someone 
almost always gets open, and the 
quarterback usually finds him 
since he's facing minimal pres- 
sure from the rushing defenders. 
The bottom line is receivers don't 
run routes that cover the entire 
field, the can go in any direction 
and there's no telling where 
they'll go until the ball is snapped. 

Don't take my word for it 
though, look at history. Or better 
yet, look at the season for the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. They are 
a surprising force in the NFC with 
a 6-3 record. Four of their six 
wins were of a margin of 3 points 
or less. All of these four games 
also were won on the last drive. 
That's what makes it uncanny; the 
Buccaneers were slowly becoming 
the laughingstock of the NFL until 
recently. Their defense is good 
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enough to keep most other teams 
with less than a touchdown, and 
their quarterback Josh Freeman 
is good enough to spot out open 
wide receivers in the lousy pre- 
vent coverage scheme. One of 
their wins was against the St. 
Louis Rams, another surprise 
team that might make the play- 
offs. 

In witnessing these football 
games, I have also witnessed the 
opposite. The San Diego Chargers 
are now becoming part of the 
lower half of the league by having 
only four wins on the season. 
However they're not as bad as 
they seem. The lost games against 
the Kansas City Chiefs, the Seattle 
Seahawks and the New England 
Patriots all due to failed attempts 
at the last part of the game. So 
they put themselves in position to 
win at least. 

In the Seahawks and Patriots 
games both defenses went to a 
man to man defense so they were 
able to cover the receivers rather’ 
than a zone making it harder for 
the receivers to get open. As a 
result, they made Phillip Rivers 
look like a sub-par quaterback. 
But Rivers is actually a top quar- 
terback, making serval pro bowl 
appearances, and is currently 
leading the league in passing 
yards. If defenses want to make 
sure they win in those close 4th 
quarter games they need to run a 
man to man coverage rather than 
running a zone defense. 


MLB Hot Stove Heating Up 


The big question this 
off-season where will 
Cliff Lee go? 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


The postseason is hard to pre- 
dict. This is clearly shown since 
not many baseball fans had the 
Texas Rangers and the San 
Francisco Giants in the World 
Series. However for the most part 
the MLB free agency period is a 
lot easier to predict. Some major 
free agent prizes out there such as 
Cliff Lee, and Carl Crawford. 

The Red Sox, Braves, Angels, 
Tigers, Yankees and maybe the 
Rangers (if they don’t resign Cliff 
Lee)will be battling for Lee’s serv- 
ices. However the Sox, Braves, 
Tigers and Angels will have a head 
start for Crawford because the 
Yankees and Rangers have a big- 
ger priority for Cliff Lee. 

Jayson Werth is the second 
best positional player available 
the losers of the Crawford sweep- 
stakes will be going after him 
along with the Phillies. Werth hits 
home runs, drives in runs and he 
doesn’t strike out a lot. He will 
demand a lot of money and seeing 
that the Red Sox will look to make 
some noise this off-season I see 
the Red Sox signing him. 

Cliff Lee is the biggest free 
agent prize this off-season he is 
one of the top pitchers in the 
game and almost unhitable in the 
playoffs, which really makes him 


valuable. Since the Yankees have 
no financial boundaries don’t 
expect anyone to outbid them. 
The Texas Rangers will be the 
main competitor for Lee’s services 
but when it is all said and done 
expect Lee in pinstripes. 

Adam Dunn is the best power 
hitting player in free agency how- 
ever his strikeout rate is mon- 
strous. One thing that makes 
Dunn appealing is his willingness 
to DH the usual big spenders will 
talk to him Red Sox, Yankees, 
Rangers, Cubs and Mets will 
Battle for him but the Rangers 
should win the battle (especially if 
Cliff Lee goes to the Yankees). 

Adrian Beltre is the best third 
baseman available, and after the 
fantastic year he had in Boston, he 
is due for a huge pay day. The 
Twins, Angels and Red sox will 
battle for his services, but since 
Beltre looked comfortable in 
Boston, I expect him to return to 
beantown. 

Though the bullpen is always 
the last place teams look in free 
agency, it’s the first thing teams 
look for at the trade deadline, 
some big relievers are Rafael 
Soriano, Kerry Wood, Jon Rauch, 
Brian Fuentes, Joaquin Benoit, 
Grant Balfour and Scott Downs. 

Every team needs a strong 
bullpen so the relievers will have a 
lot of options. Free agency isn’t 
the only way to acquire a player 
during the off-season, trades are 
another way, and there are plenty 
of trade candidates this year with 
teams trying to shed payroll and 
get younger. 


Even though the San Diego 
Padres had a great season last 
year they will still listen to offers 
for the power hitter Adrian 
Gonzalez. Depending on the deci- 
sion of Adrain Beltre, the Red Sox 
will be interested in Gonzalez. 
Prince Fielder from the Brewers 
will be available and the Giants 
and Rangers will be interested in 
him. However, Prince probably 
wont be moved because the 
Brewers high price tag . 

Matt Kemp should be avail- 
able because the Dodgers need to 
shed payroll and since only two 
teams can have Crawford and 
Werth the loser will look to trade 
for Kemp. 

The Rays will be looking to 
shed payroll which means Matt 
Garza, James Shields and BJ 
Upton will all be on the market. 

Every team will look into 
Garza and Shields but Tampa is 
reluctant to trade within their 
own division so don’t expect the 
Sox or Yankees to acquire any of 
the three. 2009 Cy Young Winner 
Zach Greinke will be the top start- 
ing pitcher available via trade. 
Cliff Lee will determine his future, 
if Lee stays in Texas, the Yankees 
will heavily pursue Greinke and if 
Lee goes to New York the Rangers 
will be in need of an ace so they 
will pursue Greinke as well. 

Though the MLB season is 
exciting the off-season can bring 
about just as much excitement if 
not more. 
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“You make the cutest face 
when | deny you affection.” 
FOOD FIGHT! §© { WE'LL SET UP A PERIMETER BY JUST THINK WE 
THE STORMTROOPERS HAVE THE CASSEROLES HERE, AND ~ 
TAKEN THE DESSERT CART! THEM WITH CREAMED CORN PEAS A CHANCE. 
~ ~ 
NOT CORN, 
PEAS! ( <3 


DREAM NATION 


YOU CAN'T 
QUIT, KNOX. 


YOU SIGNED 
A CONTRACT. 


I'M 
QUITTING! 
MY SELF RESPECT 
IS WORTH MORE 
THAN ANY 
CONTRACT! 


I WONT 
RECONSIDER. 
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SIMMONS COLLEGE - 


Ready to... 
MAKE ITCOUNP 


Join us for our 
Transfer Inform 


SIMM 


\s an undergraduate student, the choices 
jou make today determine how successful 
ou'll be tomorrow.A Simmons education is 
lesigned to make the most of your college 


sacloserlook. 
1s for information sessions on _ 
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By Tess Brady 
Virgo (Aug. 23- Sept 22) 


_ So you're finally enjoy- 
ing life. It's about time! 
After making people miser- 
able all summer, you are 
finally pits way you 


should have been. Oh well. 
Better late then never, I sup- 
pose. Just keep up this posi- 
tive attitude and don't let 
things get in your way. 


Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) 


_ This week seems to have 
just slugged on by, and 
you've been awaiting this 
weekend for what seemed to 
be forever! Anyway, you are 
so relieved that you get a 
few- days break, but that's 
kind of sad because Mee just 
got back. Hopefully your 
weekend will live up to your 
expectations and have fun 
Just remember to wear a 
sweater! That autumn air is 
a nippy one, aye? 


Scorpio (Oct. 23- Nov. 
21) a 


You've been feeling a bit 
lonely ey. but you need to 
break your little melancholy 
mood and direct your atten- 
tion to your friends. Spend 
time with them this week- 
end, unless you already 
have plans. If so, then you 
can call them afterward and 
see if they want to spend 
time with you. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22- 
Dec: 


_ Pressure isn't the onl 
thing that can make a vol- 
cano erupt. Yes, that's right, 

ou seem to be the Mount 

elena in your group of 
friends and all the drama, 
drama, drama you are being 
fed is about to make you 
blow. Try to maintain your 
lig i ok and just remem- 
ber that you can always take 
a gan day away from it 
all, your friends will under- 
stand 


oe (Dec 22-Jan. 


So a few people seem to 
be out of the picture lately, 
and it's bothering you 
because you want to spend 
time with them before you 
head out and leave to do 
whatever it is you have to 
do. Don't be paranoid and 
rest assured that you didn't 
do anything and no one's 
avoiding you. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20 -Feb. 
18) 


This weekend looks like 
a good time to have a pool 
party. So what if it's fifty 
degrees?! A little cold air 
could make things a little 
more exciting! Let's just 
hope that you don't ‘get 
hypothermia. 


Pisces (Feb. 19 - Mar. 
20) 


Friends: So the hallways 
seem a little more full, a 
more less hectic, a little 
more absurd. This is proba- 
We Bet due to the new hub- 
bub and buzz of up coming 
holidays; don’t be afraid to 
join in the season’s cheer. 


Aries (Mar. 21 - April 
19) 


Things seem to be a lit- 
tle shaky on the old western 
front of things. People are 
worried about you, and you 
may think that you are con- 
vincing people that you're 
alright, but some think oth- 
erwise. Perhaps a little pow- 
wow is needed before the 
weekend ends, because 
there are some things going 
on that really need to be 
dealt with and just can't be 
ignored anymore, unless 
you really want someone to 
get hurt. 


Taurus (April 20-Ma 
20) (Ap y 


You have a tendency to 
let things slip when they 
should be locked away in a 
dark corner in the back of 
your mind, and never let out 
to see the light of day. 
Remember in some cases 
“good walls make good 
neighbors 


Gemini (May 21-June 
21) 


_ You’re having a, hard 
time pinning down details, 
but don’t worry you’re not 
the only one! See if you can 
get your friends and family 
to help you confirm things 
that may seem too good to 
be true 


Cancer (June 22-July 22) 


_ Seems like your caught 
in between a little dilemma 
that is small, but is causing a 
lot of unnecessary friction. 
You're a great ‘person and 
very supportive, so just do 
what you think needs to be 
done to get out of this 
murky situation, and all will 
be smooth sailing. Or so we 
hope. 


Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) 


Your friends have 
proven to you that they truly 
are deserving to have a 
peti in your heart. Times 

ave been rough, and a lot 
of tears have been shed. 
Some on your side, and 
maybe some on another, but 
with the ee! and support of 
your friends, you can get 
through it. This may be the 
weakest you've been in a 
long time, but all this will 
only make you a stronger 
person in the end. 


